which demands the attention of every householder and, incidentally, of every medical man, and Professor Lewes' conclusions are so carefully drawn, and apparently based on such searching experiments, that no apology is needed for giving them here in full. Taking ordinary dwelling-rooms lit by gas and by filament lamps respectively. Professor Lewes finds that when the rooms are occupied by two people the purity of the air in each is equal. If, however, the number of persons in the room be increased, the air of the second chamber rapidly deteriorates, much more quickly than that of the room lit bv gas-burners. This smell is due to the decomposition of organic matter filtered off during diffusion by the wall surface, and undergoing putrefactive decay, giving the offensive odour, the only way to get rid of which is to strip the paper from the walls and lime-wash them, as well as the celling. Then, and then only, does the smell pass away."
The superiority of gas light over electric light, from a hygienic point of view, is, however, conditioned by the position of the gas-burners. If the gas is burned at a low level, as a table light for instance, much of the "ceiling effect" appears to be lost.
In view of the fact that electric light is admittedly inferior to gas light for reading purposes, in some cases severely trying to the eyes, and that as a general rule it is a much moi-e expensive illuminant, Professor Lewes' conclusions will certainly tend to benefit the popularity of the older competitor, which has been sensibly declining since the electric pendant came into use.
